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Gofynnwch am / Ask for: Democratic Services

Dyddiad/Date: Thursday, 17 September 2026

Dear Councillor,
COUNCIL

A meeting of the Council will be held remotely via Microsoft Teams on Wednesday, 23 September
2026 at 16:00.

AGENDA

1 Apologies for absence

To receive apologies for absence from Members.

2 Declarations of Interest

To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest from Members/Officers in
accordance with the Members’ Code of Conduct adopted by Council from 1 September
2008.

3 Approval of Minutes

To receive for approval the minutes of 22/07/2026

4 To receive announcements from:

(i) Mayor (or person presiding)
(i) Chief Executive

5 To receive announcements by the Leader

By receiving this Agenda Pack electronically you will save the Authority approx. £4.04 in
printing costs
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Social Services Annual Report 2025-26

13-100

Corporate Plan Delivery Plan for 2026-27

101 - 136

Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG): Educational Facilities and Residential
Development

137 - 192

Information Report for Noting

193 - 200

To receive the following questions from:

Councillor HJ David to the Cabinet Member Education and Young People

Working with local schools will the Council fund and install lifesaving defibrillators at every
school site that is not already equipped, across the County Borough?

Having access to defibrillators in schools drastically increases the chance of pupils, teachers
and visitors surviving a cardiac arrest. Research shows that when a defibrillator is accessed
within 3-5 minutes of a cardiac event, this can increase the chance of survival to hospital
discharge from 9% to 50%.

Schools are at the heart of our communities, and by expanding access to defibrillators across
all school sites we can help improve local coverage and give people extra reassurance that
this vital equipment is closer at hand if it is ever needed. Where appropriate, the defibrillators
can also be made available to the wider community 24 hours a day, seven days a week,
helping to improve public access to emergency equipment.

By working with partners including the Welsh Ambulance Service Trust, as well as charity
and community organisations, to support the installation, registration, maintenance and
monitoring of the devices the council could make sure the equipment is not only in place, but
also properly maintained, easy to locate and ready to use when needed.

Raising awareness, more training, encouraging wider understanding of CPR and how
defibrillators can be used safely and effectively in an emergency will also help save lives.

Councillor M Williams to the Cabinet Member Regeneration and Housing

Is it this Council's policy to deliberately minimise parking provision in new developments to
make bus routes more commercially attractive for operators?

Councillor O Clatworthy to the Leader

In June | wrote to you urging Bridgend Council to reject the UK Labour Government’s plans
to expand ‘safe and legal’ refugee routes into our area.

Given the ongoing housing crisis, rising homelessness, and pressure on local services, has
the Council taken any formal steps to oppose these schemes and prioritise housing and
resources for local Bridgend residents first?
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Will you commit to putting British families and contributors ahead of resettling more people
from abroad?

Councillor M Hughes to the Deputy Leader/Cabinet Member Social Services, Health

' and Wellbeing

Council has rightly welcomed the recent positive assessment of Children's Social Care,
reflecting the hard work of staff and partners. Could the Cabinet Member provide an update
on the current performance of Adult Social Care?

Specifically, how is the service performing against key indicators such as waiting times,
assessment backlogs, hospital discharge, workforce recruitment and retention, and overall
financial sustainability?

Councillor S Bletsoe to the Cabinet Member Education and Young People

Could the relevant Cabinet Member please provide me with the Capital Investment provided
over the last 3 years and planned for the upcoming 3 years into existing School Buildings in
Bridgend County Borough to support the delivery of “Universal provision of free school
meals” (UPFSM).

Notice of Motion Proposed by:

1. Proposed by Councillor J Gebbie

This Council recognises the important role that Health Visitors play in supporting babies,
children and families, and notes the ongoing dispute involving Health Visitors represented by
Unite the Union.

Health Visiting is a vital preventative public health service. Health Visitors play a crucial role
in early intervention, identifying health and developmental needs, supporting parents and
families, safeguarding children, and helping to reduce health inequalities.

This Council is concerned about the potential impact that the ongoing dispute, together with
wider workforce pressures, may be having on the delivery of Health Visiting services across
the Cwm Taf Morgannwg University Health Board area, which covers Bridgend, Rhondda
Cynon Taf and Merthyr Tydfil.

Information obtained through a Freedom of Information request indicates a significant
change in the recorded delivery of Healthy Child Wales Programme contacts. In March,
April, and May 2025, 6,140 Healthy Child Wales contacts were completed. In the
corresponding three months of 2026, the number of contacts recorded as completed by Band
6 Health Visitors was 909, against 23,592 contacts identified as due during that period.

The Council recognises that a range of factors may contribute to this position and does not
seek to attribute causation without the full evidence. However, the scale of the gap highlights
the importance of understanding how Health Visiting functions are currently being delivered,
and how any unmet need is being identified and addressed.

The potential consequences of reduced Health Visiting provision are significant. Health
Visiting forms an important part of the preventative health and social care system and
contributes to:

the early identification of health and developmental needs;
safeguarding and the protection of children;



prevention and early intervention;

support for parents and families;

tackling health inequalities; and

effective partnership working between Health Visiting services, local authority
social services and other agencies supporting children and families.

This Council recognises that public services across Wales continue to face significant
workforce and financial pressures. It also recognises the challenges that can arise when
capacity issues affect the ability of organisations to deliver essential services and statutory
functions.

When Bridgend County Borough Council experienced significant workforce challenges within
Children's Services, additional support and resources were put in place to help maintain
service delivery and protect outcomes for children and families. This Council believes that
the same principle should apply where concerns arise regarding the capacity of other
essential public services.

Children and families should not be adversely affected by unresolved workforce issues or
capacity pressures within key frontline services.
This Council therefore:

1. Recognises the contribution made by Health Visitors across the Cwm Taf
Morgannwg University Health Board area and supports efforts to secure a fair
and sustainable resolution to the ongoing dispute.

2. Notes with concern the reported gap between Healthy Child Wales Programme
contacts identified as due and those recorded as completed by Band 6 Health
Visitors.

3. Calls upon Cwm Taf Morgannwg University Health Board to provide assurance

to Bridgend County Borough Council, Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough
Council and Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council regarding how Health
Visiting functions are currently being discharged across the three local authority
areas.

4. Requests that the Health Board sets out how children and families who may not
have received scheduled Health Visiting contacts are being identified, assessed
and followed up, and how any resulting unmet need is being addressed.

5. Calls upon the Chief Executive of Cwm Taf Morgannwg University Health Board
to continue efforts to resolve the dispute and to ensure that sufficient workforce
capacity is available to support the effective delivery of Health Visiting services.

6. Calls upon the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care to work with the
Health Board and other relevant partners in support of a timely resolution to the
dispute and the long-term sustainability of Health Visiting services.

7. Encourages continued engagement between Cwm Taf Morgannwg University
Health Board and the three local authorities to understand and address any
impact on safeguarding, early intervention, social care demand and health
inequalities.

8. Requests that the Leader of the Council writes to the Cabinet Secretary for
Health and Social Care and the Chief Executive of Cwm Taf Morgannwg
University Health Board setting out the Council's concerns and seeking a
response on the actions being taken to support and sustain Health Visiting
provision.

This Council believes that Health Visiting is a fundamental part of the preventative public
health system. Where concerns arise regarding service capacity and delivery, it is essential
that partner organisations work together to protect services, support the workforce and
ensure that children, families and communities receive the support they need.



2. Proposed by Councillor M Jones

Reopening of the Garw Valley Cycle Path

Council notes:

1. The Garw Valley Cycle Path is a significant active travel and recreational route linking
Bryngarw Country Park with Parc Calon, a popular visitor destination located at the
foot of Mynydd Carn in Blaengarw.

2. The route passes through the communities of Llangeinor, Liwst, Pontyrhyl,
Pontycymmer and Blaengarw, providing residents and visitors with access to the
valley’s natural environment, heritage, leisure facilities and tourism attractions.

3. The path follows the former railway corridor that historically served the Garw Valley
coalfield and has, for many years, provided permitted public access for walking,
cycling and other recreational activities.

4. Parc Calon and the wider Garw Valley attract visitors from across Bridgend County
Borough and beyond, contributing to community wellbeing, sustainable tourism, local
economic activity and active travel opportunities.

5. The section of route between Llangeinor and Pontycymmer, approximately 2.5
kilometres in length, remains closed by Network Rail due to concerns regarding the
condition of bridges, structures and sections of the route requiring investment and
remedial works.

6. The continued closure has severed a key strategic route within the valley, restricting
access for residents, reducing opportunities for active travel and impacting the visitor
economy.

7. Discussions between relevant stakeholders have identified that no single organisation
can deliver the necessary works independently and that a collaborative funding and
delivery solution is required.

Council therefore resolves to:

Formally call upon the UK Government, Welsh Government, The Crown Estate and Network
Rail to establish a joint partnership with Bridgend County Borough Council to secure the
reopening of the Garw Valley Cycle Path as a matter of priority.

Request that Network Rail publish a detailed assessment of the works required, including
estimated costs, timescales and delivery options, to enable meaningful funding discussions
and project planning.

Seek the creation of a multi-agency funding package to meet the costs of remediation,
restoration and future maintenance of the route, recognising its value as an active travel,
tourism and community asset.

Instruct the Leader of the Council to write to the Secretary of State for Transport, the Cabinet
Secretary for Transport and North Wales, the Chief Executive of Network Rail and the Chief



Executive of The Crown Estate requesting their direct engagement in securing a long-term
solution.

5. Request that a progress report be brought back to Council within six months outlining
discussions undertaken, funding opportunities identified and a proposed pathway towards
reopening the route.

6. Reaffirm this Council’'s commitment to protecting and enhancing active travel infrastructure,
public access routes and tourism assets across Bridgend County Borough.

7. Council further believes that the reopening of the Garw Valley Cycle Path would deliver
substantial benefits for public health, sustainable transport, community connectivity,
environmental wellbeing and the local economy, and should therefore be treated as a
strategic priority for all relevant partners.

12 Urgent Items

To consider any items of business that by reason of special circumstances the chairperson is
of the opinion should be considered at the meeting as a matter of urgency in accordance with
the Procedure Rules set out in the Constitution.

Note: This will be a remote meeting via Microsoft Teams. The meeting will be Live streamed
for subsequent transmission via the Council’s internet site which will be available as soon as
practicable after the meeting. If you would like to view this meeting live, please contact
cabinet committee@bridgend.qov.uk or tel. 01656 643148 / 643694 / 643513 / 643159.

Yours faithfully
K Watson
Chief Officer Legal, Regulatory and Electoral Services

Councillors:
All Members
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